
Alien Files (“A-Files”)

Created by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) beginning in 1944, A-Files contain all 
records of any active case of an alien not yet naturalized as they passed through the United States 
immigration and inspection process. An A-File might also be created without any action taken by the 
alien (for example, if the INS initiated a law enforcement action against or involving the alien).

A rich source of biographical information, A-Files may include visas, photographs, affidavits, and 
correspondence leading up to an alien's naturalization, permanent residency, or deportation. Early A-
Files contain the Alien Registration Form (Form AR-2), which provides the name, address, date/place 
of birth, physical description, occupation, employer, and a statement of military service of the alien. 
Some A-Files contain records consolidated from the older immigration case file series currently open 
for public research at the National Archives in San Francisco. The quantity and type of information 
varies significantly between individual files.  

Because of strong interest and advocacy for the A-Files by local research communities and their 
congressional representatives, the National Archives at San Francisco holds many A-Files controlled 
by INS district offices located in San Francisco and Honolulu. Researchers seeking individuals who 
may have lived in these areas should check both the National Archives at San Francisco and Kansas 
City records for A-Files. A-Files from other district offices are centralized and available through the 
National Archives at Kansas City.

A-Files may be viewed in person by visiting the National Archives at San Francisco. Copies of files may 
be ordered for a fee. Researchers should search the National Archives Catalog 
(https://www.archives.gov/research/catalog) to find out if NARA currently has an A-File for a specific 
individual.

The National Archives' holdings of A-Files will grow as United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) continues to transfer records. For more information, visit 
https://www.archives.gov/research/immigration/aliens/a-files-san-francisco.html. 
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