
CCHE FUNDS $3.6
MILLION FOR SITE
A $3 million grant request from the California

Cultural Historical Endowment (CCHE) to

further work on the Angel Island Immigration

Station project has been approved. Funds from

the first round of CCHE disbursements will be

used for initial planning in the transformation

of the Hospital building into a museum, inter-

pretive center, meeting space, and research and

genealogy center. This work is part of Phase II

of the immigration station’s preservation and

restoration. AIISF and California State Parks

jointly submitted the grant application, and

learned of the award on April 27.

On April 28, CCHE revealed that for its 

second round of CCHE disbursements, it has

allocated an additional $622,842 to restore and

preserve the Hospital building and acquire 

furnishings for the Barracks building. Final

approval for the second round of disburse-

ments from the CCHE board will be in July.

Funding for the CCHE grants comes from the

first distribution cycle of Proposition 40 bond

money. Proposition 40 called for the creation

of a California Cultural and Historical

Endowment to support the “acquisition, devel-

opment, preservation, and interpretation of
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Construction has begun on the footings for 

covered walkway that will lead to the barracks.

CONSTRUCTION
STARTS AT
IMMIGRATION
STATION
Major construction for the first phase of the

restoration of Angel Island Immigration

Station is underway and expected to be 

completed in spring 2007. The barracks is

undergoing a seismic retrofit, a building

preservation, and improvements to handicap

accessibility. The reservoir has been struc-

turally reinforced to hold water for irrigation

use at the Immigration Station site. Site retain-

ing walls, underground utility systems, storm

drainage and other improvements are also

underway.

Other Phase I work includes creating a series

of terraces to convey the size, function, and

importance of the former Administration

Building, as well as rebuilding the covered

stairway connecting the Administration

Building and barracks. Trees have been

removed and trimmed to more closely 

replicate the historic landscape during the

Immigration period.

When completed, Phase I of the project will

restore and furnish the detention barracks to

their appearance in the 1910s and 1920s. A

new lighting system will be installed so that

visitors can better view the poems etched on

the barracks walls.

School and public programs will continue

along the access road at the top of the site 

during the restoration efforts. For more infor-

mation, call 415-435-3522.

AIISF CO-HOSTS
“CROSSING EAST”
RADIO EVENT
On May 2, Angel Island Immigration Station

Foundation co-hosted a preview event and lis-

tening session for the first Asian American

history series on public radio, Crossing East.

The series debuted on Public Radio

International (PRI) stations during the month

of May. Hosted by George Takei and Margaret

Cho, and executive produced by Dmae

Roberts, the series consists of eight one-hour

documentaries on the history of Asian

American immigration, from pre-

Revolutionary days to post-9/11.

The preview event featured comments from

series producers Dmae Roberts, Reese Erlich,

Sara Kolbet, Stephanie Loleng, Robynn

Takayama, Rainjita Yang-Geesle; scholars Bill

Ong Hing and Judy Yung; and Pacific Times

radio host Nguyen Qui-Duc. KQED and

MediaRites Productions co-hosted the event.

According to one event attendee, “the com-

plexities of Asian-American history is

ultimately very timely with this evening's pro-

gram introducing me to a history I know little

about…If anything, it will provoke me to learn

more on this history.”

Excerpts of the series are available online at

Angel Island Immigration
Station Foundation’s mission is to
promote a greater understanding of
Pacific Coast immigration and its
role in shaping America's past, pres-
ent, and future. Through an array of
interpretive programs and educa-
tional partnerships, the Foundation
preserves the Immigration Station
site, a National Historic Landmark,
as a place that honors the complex
story and rich cultural heritage of
Pacific Coast immigrants and their
descendants.
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President’s Message

Kwok and O’Neill honored
by Partners for Livable
Communities 
AIISF’s Executive Director Daphne Kwok and

Golden Gate National Recreation Area

Superintendent Brian O’Neill were honored in

Washington, DC, at the Partners for Livable

Communities “Bridge Builders” Annual Awards

Dinner in December 2005. Partners for Livable

Communities is a 30-year-old national leader-

ship organization concerned with quality of

life, economic development and equal oppor-

tunity in cities across America. Partners honors

individuals who demonstrate the power and

possibility created when people put aside dif-

ferences and join together for a common goal.

AIISF Testifies at
Congressional Hearing
On November 28, 2005, Daphne Kwok, on

behalf of the Angel Island Immigration Station

Foundation, testified before an Oversight

Hearing for the National Parks of California.

Congressman Mark Souder (R-IN), Chairman

of the U.S. House of Representatives

Committee on Government Reform

Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, Drug

Policy and Human Resources convened the

hearing, held in San Francisco. Congressman

Souder and his staff also visited Angel Island

Immigration Station the next day to see the

current conditions and preservation work.

Committee of 100 Members
Visit Immigration Station 
AIISF arranged a special tour of the

Immigration Station on April 23 for members

of the Committee of 100 (C-100) visiting San

Francisco during their annual conference.

Attending were C-100 Chair Major General

John L. Fugh (ret.), Kung-Lee Wang, Betty Lee

Sung, Carolyn Chin, George Koo, Dennis Wu,

Richard King and C-100 staff.

In The News

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Given the heated national debate on immi-
gration being played out today, the story of
Angel Island has never been more relevant.
Angel Island’s story is a powerful example of
how misguided immigration policies of the
past have affected our citizens and commu-
nities, and has relevance to the current
policies. We should learn from the lessons of
the past, so as not to repeat our mistakes in
the future.

The United States is a nation of immigrants
who came to this country aspiring to build a
better life, for themselves and their families.
Ellis Island was a waystation for millions of
immigrants escaping political tyranny or
economic hardship at home. America’s
open-armed acceptance of newcomers onto
her shores stands in stark contrast to the
reception of most of the immigrants who
landed at Angel Island. Rather than welcom-
ing Pacific immigrants, Congress passed the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and subse-
quent laws preventing Asians from freely
entering the United States. But even an offi-
cial cold shoulder was not enough to deter
Angel Island immigrants from aspiring to
the American dream.

More recently, the major sources of Pacific
immigration have expanded to encompass
India, Taiwan, Thailand, Vietnam, and else-
where around the Pacific Rim. It is to honor
the spirit of these new immigrants, and
remember the experience of past immi-
grants, that the Angel Island Immigration
Station Foundation is committed to 

preserving the historical sites on Angel
Island. The weathered buildings, the old
hospital, and especially the poignant poetry
carved into the barrack’s walls all help to
evoke the circumstances immigrants have
always faced. Just as importantly, we are
committed to the notion that public 
discourse and education are important to
maintaining a democracy. The programs
that we will hold at Angel Island and with
our partners on the mainland, will educate
us all on family history, spark and encour-
age knowledgeable debate on public policy
issues, and help to renew a sense of civic
engagement and pride in the diversity of
our great country.

To this end, we are pleased to announce two
grants totaling over $3.6 million from the
California Cultural and Historical Endow-
ment for the preservation of the hospital
and barracks buildings located at the immi-
gration station site. The hospital building
will be the primary place for future exhibits
and programs. In addition, we thank the
Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation,
MCI Foundation and UPS Foundation for
recently underwriting organizational devel-
opment and education programming.

Angel Island Immigration Station, the Ellis
Island of the West, has played an integral
part in American history. We invite you to
join with us to reclaim an important part of
our past and to help shape in our future.

Sincerely,

Kathy Owyang Turner
President, Board of Directors
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History Corner

Conversations Between
Generations: More Stories
from the Angel Island Oral
History Project
From 1910-1940, Angel Island Immigration

Station was the primary port of entry along

the Pacific Coast and tracked over one million

people who came to the United States from

across the Pacific Rim. Since 2004, the experi-

ences, recollections and impressions of these

immigrants have been collected by students of

the University of California as part of the

Angel Island Oral History Project. Organized

by the Pacific Regional Humanities Center, one

of nine regional centers established via a

National Endowment for the Humanities

(NEH) initiative, and the Angel Island

Immigration Station Foundation, a caretaker

of the National Historic Landmark site dedi-

cated in 1997, this project seeks to preserve

firsthand accounts of those who made the

journey through Angel Island, to hear in their

own words their stories of arrival, and to

reclaim a fuller account of their trials and tri-

umphs and their impact on the making of

California and the nation. Recently the voices

of those who made this journey have been

published in a chapbook. Their stories con-

tinue a conversation begun long ago.

Sixty years have passed since the Immigration

Station closed its doors and the exclusion laws

were repealed, and many of these stories have

already passed out of memory. Yet there are

still many in the community who have come

forward to share memories of their stay on the

island, their reasons for making the journey,

and their feelings about passing through.

We are grateful to all of those sojourners who

volunteered to share their memories for this

project. The words spoken, recorded, and

edited in the chapbook’s pages contain just a

few of the stories that are the legacy of Angel

Island. These oral histories were made in con-

versation with dedicated interviewers,

volunteers who sought to know the people

behind the history. This chapbook would not

be possible without their hard work. We also

thank the dedicated staffs of the Pacific

Regional Humanities Center and the National

Archives, as well as the staff of the Chinese

Historical Society of America, which hosted a

program in February 2006 where the stories

that we were able to collect could be shared

with the public. The following are just a few of

the chapbook stories:

Gwing Der
Arrived at Angel Island 1926, age 18
Interviewer: Phong Chau

I heard it from other people that we had to go to

an island. But they didn’t say “Angel”; they just

said island. Now we know it’s called Angel

Island. The immigration official made an

appointment for interrogation. They notified my

dad the time they were going to interrogate me,

so we knew when to go.

There was a room—they would announce the

number and name: “Time for interrogation!”

Then, you would go to the Immigration

Department. There was a translator. He would

ask, “What’s your name?” I would answer, and

then he would [tell] the immigration official. He

would ask, “How old are you?” I would say, “15

years old”; then he would tell the immigration

official, “15 years old.” What’s your name? How

old are you? What’s your dad’s name? What’s

your mom’s name? How many siblings? How was

your house like? There were so many question[s].

The questions were very particular and special.

How many rooms are in your house? How many

windows? Questions like these. They wanted to

see if my dad is right. If my dad said three, then

it was right. But if I said one, then they would

tell him, your son said one, but you said three. So

that was incorrect…. Back then, there were

lawyers. So if you gave them money, then you

wouldn’t be asked as many questions…. There

were some questions that we didn’t prepare

answers for—for instance, how many steps on

the staircase in your house? How were we sup-

posed to know the answer[s]?

[My mother] was in China. She didn’t come.

Back then, they didn’t allow citizen men to bring

their wives over. Then later, the President

allowed [it]. Back then, only merchants could

bring their wives, but not the citizens.

…Hui was the Chief cook. And whenever it was

time for interrogation, he would pass the coach-

ing papers to us…The coaching papers were

given this way: since he was a cook, every day he

put the coaching paper under the lid of a warm-

ing pot (which was used to hold tea)….When it

was time for my interrogation, my dad had to

send me the coaching papers. Every morning the

cooks would shout—“There’s something!” They

would announce the number and the name.

…We were like in prison…At Angel Island,

everyone didn’t feel good period because we just

wanted to land in San Francisco. We didn’t know

how long we had to wait until our turn to be

interrogated and we didn’t know what they were

going to ask us. Everyone wasn’t in a good mood

and no one would talk about how he felt.

Dick Jeong
Arrived at Angel Island 1939, age 17
Interviewer: Anna Cheng

I came over in 1939, which is actually World

War II. I came over because the Japanese took

over our village so we went down to Hong Kong

and stayed there for about a year and my father

got us some money and bought the paper.

Bought me a paper. I was young then. I didn’t

really care about coming over you know. But

anyway, I came over in 1939…I got here on June

4th. So I stayed there until July 31, a little more

than a month on Angel Island. I was really lucky

because I was young and [the process was] very

easy to do. A lot of people stayed there. Some

people stayed there a year, a couple of years. I

was granted entry on July 31—that’s the day I

landed in Angel Island, June 4th.

At that time, it’s not cheap [for a paper son]; it’s

like $30-$40,000 right now [laughs]. Yeah so of

course $2,000 they have to pay bribery, or what-

ever you know, the guys does the paperwork, and

everything else….my phony father…has two

Conversations Between Generations
Stories from the Angel Island Oral History Project

Eds. Aaron K. DiFranco and Kella de Castro Svetich
2006
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sons—actually, no, one son. He didn’t want to

bring him over so he sold the paper and he went

back. He went back to China one time…. In

those days, whenever the Chinese go back they

call it “re-enter”; they will report that they have

a son, never a daughter. Because it’s always a

son. The son is very important. So anyway, he

went back to China sometime before ’39, I think

’39. So he goes on the record he had a son. So

that [was] how [h]e sold the identity to me, to

my father. I am not the only one. There are quite

a few people like that. Because that time it was

not easy to come over. You know they have preju-

dice and all kinds of discrimination.

David Leong
Arrived at Angel Island 1940, age 8
Interviewer: Christine Trowbridge

Going to the latrine at night was kinda scary

because they say ghosts, you know [chuckles].

People there hung themselves and all that stuff.

That was scary. I was afraid to get out of bed at

night….people that was in their twenties or thir-

ties, which is older than me, [told me] “there’s

people walking around there that shouldn’t be

there.” And so—some of them, you know, were

hanged. So I don’t even want to recall how it is

until I went back and visit the latrine [and saw]

what it really looked like. [It was] a warning

story, a warning story.

…I don’t recall that anyone did take care of me.

Once I got here a few days, I probably

befriend[ed] someone. Very lonely, you know.

Lonely at night but in daytime, playing, you

could see things and playtime, it’s not so painful.

I don’t recall how I understand it. I don’t know if

I did understand it, my life, or not.

Joseph H. Mori
Arrived at Angel Island 1924, age 2
Interviewer: Elizabeth Y. Kimura

[My parents] were all trying to make money,

trying to get a better living. Because I think there

was quite a struggle in Japan at that time. My

dad had property [in Japan] but I haven’t heard

much about it, but that he had some property

and that’s all I know. I have no idea what he did

in Japan. But over here, he had friends and the

friend owned a laundry in Oakland or Alameda.

So he worked there. [My mother] might have

helped at the laundry sometime, but basically

she was staying at home.

I had kept reading about [Angel Island]. The

Chinese had carved their feelings on there, some

poems, songs, things like that, which I think they

finally decided they should preserve. So I have no

idea what it was like physically there at Angel

Island.

Just like historical subjects, places, and things that

have happened, there’s a need to keep some his-

torical connection for new generations so they can

understand why some people are so bitter, why

some of them would be withdrawn and not dis-

cuss things that had happened. At least this way,

there would be some record as to what transpired.

History Corner, continued
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Oral History Participants 

AIISF is still seeking participants willing

to tell their stories of arrival and deten-

tion at Angel Island Immigration Station.

If you would like to know more about the

Angel Island Oral History Project, please

contact AIISF (415-561-2160,

info@aiisf.org) or the Pacific Regional

Humanities Center (530-752-9857,

prhc@ucdavis.edu).

The Angel Island Oral History Project is

made possible through funding from the

California Council for the Humanities

California Stories Fund. This article is

based on the chapbook edited by Aaron

K. DiFranco and Kella de Castro Svetich.

The chapbook is available to friends of

AIISF.

Join AIISF's Descendants Club in associa-

tion with the National Archives and Records

Administration (NARA) Pacific Region on

Saturday, August 5, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM, at

1000 Commodore Drive, San Bruno, CA

94066-2350, for a special Saturday workshop

to introduce you to the resources held by

NARA's Pacific Region and how to access

the files so you can uncover your family's

journey to America.

You'll learn the basics; the kind of informa-

tion that can be found from a ship's

passenger lists, Naturalization records, and 

other little used sources along with research

tips. NARA archivists are willing to do pre-

liminary research if participants have leads

such as the name of the immigrant, name of

ship and/or year of travel so files may be

pulled for you to peruse on August 5.

NARA is typically closed on Saturdays and

this workshop is a special opportunity to

explore the archives on a weekend. Families

are welcome, best suited for children 10 and

above. Space is limited to 25 people. Please

RSVP by calling (415) 561-2160 by August 1

to reserve a space at this special workshop.

Angel Island Federal
Funding Update
On December 1, 2005 President George W.

Bush signed The Angel Island Immigration

Station Restoration & Preservation Act (H.R.

606/S.262), authorizing up to $15 million in

future federal funding to preserve and restore

the Angel Island Immigration Station. The bill

represents a significant step toward obtaining

federal backing for the restoration of the sta-

tion. This legislation does not actually allocate

funding for the project.

AIISF is working with members of the Senate

and the House of Representatives on an

Interior appropriations request for FY 2007.

On May 18, the House of Representatives

passed H.R. 5386, the Interior Appropriations

bill appropriating $250,000 for the Angel

Island Immigration Station. The allocation is

from the Save America’s Treasures grant for

the restoration and preservation of the hospi-

tal building. We thank House Democratic

Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-San Francisco) and

Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey (D-Petaluma)

for their leadership in this process. The Senate

Appropriations Committee has not completed

its process at this time.

buildings, structures, sites, places, and artifacts

that preserve and demonstrate culturally sig-

nificant aspects of California's history and for

grants for these purposes.”

CCHE FUNDING continued from page 1

NARA 101: Family History Day at the National
Archives, Saturday, August 5, 10am-1pm

www.CrossingEast.org and the complete series

is available for sale at the website. For more

information, email info@crossingeast.org. We

thank the Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund

and the Walter and Elise Haas Fund for sup-

porting this event.

RADIO EVENT continued from page 1



Friends of AIISF 
Donations from October 22, 2005 to April 14, 2006

Grants
MCI Foundation • Walter & Elise Haas Fund • The

Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation • United

Parcel Service 

Angel Island Angel Campaign
Angels $5,000 + 
Friedman Family Foundation

Gold Mountain Friends $1,000 + 
Anonymous • Chinatown OPTI Ms. Club •

Clement Chen Family Foundation • Gee Family

Foundation in memory of Sun & May Gee • Forrest

M. Gok in honor and memory of many • Elizabeth

Goldstein • James Johannesen • Wei-Tai Kwok &

Violette Hse • Judy Lee • Felicia Lowe in memory of

Thomas & Lettie Lowe • Catherine Matsuda in

honor of Hop Jeong • Chris & Jadine Nielsen in

memory of Jock & Beatrice Toy Chin • Mina Choo &

Minsik Pak • Molly Joel Coye • William Schwartz in

memory of Tomas Wing Lowe • Southern California

Edison

Landmark Friends $500 + 
Larry Chan • Teresa Chao in memory of Jim Yee

Chan • Catherine Cheung • Kathy Lim Ko •

Daphne Kwok • Alicia Lowe in memory of Thomas

W. Lowe and Lettie Lowe Cooper • Marjorie F. Lowe

• Dan & Irene Yee Riley • Leslie Tang Schilling •

Tom & JoAnn Shaheen • Grace Lyu Volckhausen •

West Bay Builders • Li Keng Wong in thanks for her

80th birthday • C.C. & Regina Yin 

Legacy Friends $250 + 
Jacinta Titalii Abbot • Keren Abra • Architectural

Resources Group • Anonymous • Milton Chen •

George & Marian Hall Crawford • Jip Foo & Alice

Chun in memory of Chun Kong Chow • Erika Gee •

Norman H. Hui • D. J. Ida • Robert & Gladys Ikeda

• Diane Jung • Peggy Kennedy • Wen-Hsiung &

Christina Ko in honor of Kathy Ko • C. F. &

Florence Kwok • Frank & Ancilla Kwok • Chilton &

Nancy Lee • Della Lee in memory of Chester Lee •

Douglas & Marion Lee • Robert E. Lee in memory

of Thin H. Lee • Ken Leong & Bel Hong • Hanmin

Liu & Jennifer Mei • Samuel K. Luk in memory of

Mr. & Mrs. Shiu-Man Luk • Jimmy Ming & Mary

Ng Lam • Raymond S. Murakami • Sam Yup

Benevolent Association • Square & Circle Club •

Raymond & Irene Tom • Charles & Kathy Owyang

Turner • Calvin & Gerrye Wong in memory of

Helen Mae Kee • Henry Wong • Raymond Wong •

Vilma Celia Chong Wu & Thomas Wu • Don &

Virginia Yamate • Sylvia Yee & Brian McCaffrey 

Heritage Friends $100 + 
Mark & Carolyn S. Arnold • Clifford & Teresa

Bowen • Benjamin & Barbara Chan in memory of

Loo Chan & Sook Ming Chan • Patricia L. Chan •

Cynthia Chang • Gerald & Carol Cheang • Florence

Chen • Teresa M. Chen • Carey Chern & Juliana

Wong • Dolly Chew • Carole Lam Chin • Jack Lok

& Juliana Kit Chin • Stanley G. & Frances Fong

Chin in honor of Susie Dy Lum • Chinese Cultural

Society of Stockton • George W. & Florence Chew •

Franklin Chow • Gail Chow in memory of Paul

Chow • Edward Chu • Mabel Chu • Linval Chung •

Dallan & Karen Clancy • Elsie Dep in memory of

Yee Shee Ginn • Yick C. & Ellen W. Dong • Lynn

Eichinger & Jim Adams • Lucee Rosemarie Fan in

memory of Pui Hing Fung • Hanley T.D. Fong in

memory of Paul Chow • Harry M. Fong in memory

of Frank Fong • Margaret Fung • Nellie Fung •

Delbert & Doris Gee in memory of David L. Gee •

Flora Gee in memory of Charlie Chew • Ross &

Trina Glanville • Matthew Go • Tod Hara & Jane

Sheftel Hara • Katherine Ng Hicks • Bick Hile •

Mazie Hirono & Leighton Oshima • Paul Huang •

Jeanette Huie • Caryl Ito • Dick & Andrea Johnson

• John & Phyllis Jung in memory of Quan Shee &

Jung Ben • James & Barbara Kautz • Lisa Kanemoto

• Michele Kee • Lisa See Kendall • Lillian Kimura •

Eldien Kistner • Paul Kuckein in memory of Jane &

August Kuckein • Michael Kurihara • Sherman &

Rosanna Kwok • James S. Lee • Kathleen Lee in

memory of Jun Lee • Lucille Chang Lee • May Lee •

Mildred Lee • Willard & Ida Lee • Andrew Leong &

Chi Chi Wu • Russell & Sherlyn Leong • David &

Diane Lo • Raymond & Nora Loh • Jonathan Shi

Ming Louie • Sherwin & Margaret Louie • Stephen

& Jeanie Low • Joyce Lowe in memory of Henry J.

Lowe • Damon & Betty Lum • Morton & Ernest K.

Lum in honor of Mabel Owg & Lum Lee • Elizabeth

A. Martinez & Nicholas Baldick • Elaine McKinley

& Kit Burgin • Alice Mong • Irene Moy in memory

of Kent Ging Moy • J. Yoko Nakagawa • Larry &

Carolyn Okinaga • Clayton & Barbara Ong • Walter

& Ginny Owyang in honor of Mr. & Mrs. Richard

Gong • Jane Pan • Penny Pickett • Lawrence Pon •

Daniel Quan & Joanne Woo in memory of William

Quan • Irma Rodriguez & Fred Fernandez • Lillian

Sing • George & Joanne Takata in honor of LiKeng

Wong • Patricia M. Tan & Edward Wong in memory

of Fred M. Gok • John & Rose Lee Tom • Robert &

Yvonne Uyeki • Theodore & Dorothy G. Weber •

Davie Wessel • Jonathan & Cynthia Wilcox • Joanne

Chow Winship in honor of Margaret L. Chow •

Anna Wong • Chaney & Bea Wong • Germaine Q.

Wong in honor of Kathy Owyang Turner • Eugene

Woo, Jr. in memory of Eugene Woo, Sr. • Leslie C.

Yamauchi • Andrea Yee in memory of Fred M. Gok •

Clarence & Elaine J. Yee in memory of Ernest &

Chin Lon Yee • Jennie Yee in memory of Arthur J.

Archung, Sr. • Yeong Wo Benevolent Association 

Friends 
Lily Au in memory of Kenneth Quan • Lewis Butler •

Vicky Cayetano in honor of Jadine Nielsen • Don

Chan • Ira Chan • Michael Chan & Macy Mak •

Raymond & Ida Chan • Kuo-liu & Annie S. F.

Chang • Alvin & Ginger Chew • Frank & Ruby

Chew • Christopher Chin • Edward & Estelle Chin •

Elaina Mae Chin • Francis & Lillian Chin • Fritz

Chin • Laura Chin • Linda Chin in memory of Lai

Shee & Jock Chin • Daryl Chin • Rosita Choy •

David & Pauline Der • Jennifer Dere in honor of

Forrest Gok • Serene Dong • John Farnkopf • Linda

Feldman & Michael O’Reilley • Eric & Judy Fong •

Gene & Joyce Fong in memory of Paul Chow •

Nolan Fong • Walter & Joanna Fong • Carolyn Gan

in memory of Dr. Paul Gan • Carolyn Gee • Don S.

Gee • George & Edna Gee in memory of Paul Chow

• Maggie Gee • William & Mary M. Geong • Henry

& Phyllis Gomez • John & Judy Gong • John &

Alice Harding • Jacqueline Huey • Steven &

Katherine Ikeda • Daniel Inouye • John Jew &

Susan Lee in memory of Fred M. Gok • Sharon Jang

• Lawrence Joe • Calvin Lum • Christopher Kakimi

• Masaru & Ida Kawaguchi in memory of Komie &

Dankura Kawaguchi • Kathleen Keegan • Judith

Kennedy • Glen Kwok • Jeanette LaFlors &

Matthew Kelemen • Clarence W. & Frances R. Koop

in memory of Mr. Fong Shee Lum • Sylvia Lange •

Evelyn Lau • Antoinette J. Lee • Chung-Han & Nita

Lee • Richardson Leong • Jeanine Lim & Enid Lim •

Wilfred Lim • Mitchell & Ellen Loring • Andrea

Louie • Hazel Louie in honor of Forrest Gok • Victor

& Melanie Low in memory of Low Law Shee • Alice

Low • Eva Lowe • Frank & Alice Lum • Ralph

Marks, Jr. • Mary A. Melzow in honor of Mr. Lassiter

• Mark J. Mendell • Howard & Krystyn Moon •

Joseph Mori in memory of Tanekichi & Chiyu Mori

• Bing P. Ng • John Ng • Larry & Biruta Nielsen •

A.H. Nishikawa • Tanya Orlova • Thomas T.

Oshidari • Edith Piness • Gordon & Alice Quan •

William & Esther Quan • Lorraine Robinson •

Richard Saiz • Nancy Schlegel • William & Shirley

Swasey • Carl & Jeanette Takamura • Lydia Tanji •

Bouy & Rosa S. Te • Jonathan Tom • Sue Tom •

John & Carol Tong in memory of Soo Hoo Fay Fong

• Andrew & Patricia Risoli Toy in memory of Moy

Toy Nai • Wallace & Sylvia Lim Tsang • University

of California, Berkeley • Marvin Tetshshi Uratsu •

Theodore Hsien Wang • Camille Wing • Alfred &

Rebecca Wong • Bill & Joyce Mende Wong in honor

of Felicia Lowe • Gum & May Wong • Janlee Wong •

Jen Toy Wong • Winston F. & June W. Wong • Roy

& Irene Wu • Lawrence Yang & Jennifer Kuan • Al

Yee • Helen Yee • Irene Yee in memory of Tet M. Yee

• Ryan E. Yip in memory of William K.Y. Quan •

Stan Yogi • Donna Young • Francey Lim Youngberg

• Sandra Yuen & Larry Shore 

Matching Gifts
Bank of America • Delta Dental • IBM

International • Microsoft Giving • Symantec Giving

• SAP

Thank You
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New Children’s Books about
Angel Island
Two authors have recently published children’s

books on the Angel Island Immigration experi-

ence. The first is Landed by Milly Lee,

published by Farrar, Straus & Giroux Book

Publishers. Mrs. Lee is a retired school librar-

ian turned children’s historical fiction book

author and her books include Nim and the War

Effort, an American Library Association

Notable Book, and Earthquake. Landed is

based on her father-in-law’s experience on

Angel Island.

Milly Lee told AIISF, “When I visited

Angel Island with [AIISF’s founder]

Paul Chow, I was so impressed with his

dedication and zeal to try to preserve

this part of our history that I felt I had

to find a way to help as well.

“I hope [readers] enjoy the story first,

then look deeper into the book to think

about the difficult journeys immigrants

made to come to America. I hope they

will take the time to read...more infor-

mation about the history of Chinese

Americans [and] I hope readers will be curious

enough to ask for family stories of their own.”

The second new book is Good Fortune: My

Journey to Gold Mountain by Li Keng Wong,

published by Peachtree Publishers. In her

book, Mrs. Wong gives an account of her jour-

ney to the United States from China through

the Angel Island Immigration Station, and her

settlement in Oakland Chinatown. The book is

written for elementary school children. On

April 15 the Oakland Asian Cultural Center

and Angel Island Immigration Station

Foundation co-sponsored a celebration of the

book’s release and Mrs. Wong’s 80th birthday.

We thank Mrs. Wong’s family for their help

organizing the event and for generously donat-

ing the event’s proceeds to AIISF.

Li Keng Wong said, “I was inspired to write the

book because my family didn’t know much of my

life in China and my early days in the U.S.... I

thought writing my book would help to fill the

gap in California and United States history.... I

hope that other people, after reading my book,

would understand that the Chinese people [are]

no different than any other people in searching

for a better life in the United States.”

Landed and Good Fortune join Kai’s Journey to

Gold Mountain, another children’s

book based on former detainee and

San Francisco resident Albert Wong’s

experience on Angel Island which was

published by the Angel Island

Association in 2004. All of these

books serve as resources for teachers

and families to educate and share the

Angel Island story with young people.

Autographed copies of all these books

are available for purchase at AIISF. For

prices and to order any of the books,

call (415) 561-2160.

Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation
P.O. Box 29237
San Francisco, CA 94129-0237

Nonprofit 
Organization 
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In The News, continued

Save the Date! 
AIISF Annual Event

Friday, September 29, 2006
Far East Café

San Francisco Chinatown
Keynote Speaker: 

Hon. Leon E. Panetta

 




